A. B., aged 48, shoemaker, was admitted into the Royal Infirmary on the 21st July, 1870, at 2.15 p.m., having symptoms of irritant poisoning and a history of swallowing twopennyworth of oxalic acid, with intent to destroy his life. His face was pale and livid, and the skin covered with a cold, clammy perspiration. The tongue and fauces were covered with white and red patches, the former swollen and painful. He had difficulty in swallowing. His expression was anxious; his eyes were glazed, and the pupils very much contracted. He suffered from severe pain over the whole abdomen, and was cramped in both upper and lower limbs, his strength being almost entirely gone. On auscultation, the heart could not be heard to beat, and only a faint pulsation could be felt in the radials at long intervals. His shirt was wet with remains of recently vomited matter, and over the right shoulder was a considerable bloody patch.
1870.]
CASE OF POISONING WITH OXALIC ACID. l2i water was given, and repeated at intervals of half an hour in 5SS. doses until the pulse became 92, firm and tolerably good, which it did about three hours after admission.
At 3*5 p.m. he vomited, for the first time after admission, a considerable quantity of a somewhat pinkish, coffee-looking fluid, mixed with small curdy masses of coagulated milk with chalk. Previous to vomiting, he complained of excruciating pain in the stomach and lower dorsal region. The fluid vomited was alkaline in reaction. On inquiry, was told that he had been vomiting frequently before admission, and purging also, the ejecta being described as bloody by his attendants. After the administration of chalk and milk, he had a teaspoonful of olive oil to relieve the smarting of the mouth and passages. 
